                                 THE PRISONER OF ZENDA NOVEL 
Tuesday, 17 October 2017 
THE PRISONER OF ZENDA. Novel
2nd Year English Notes by Kamran Ali Abbasi


[bookmark: _GoBack]CHARACTERS.

1. Black Michael.
2. Madam-de-Mauban. 	 
3. Colonel Sapt.
4. Capton Fritz. 
5. Rudolf Elphberge.
6. Rupert 
7. Rudolf Rassendyll.
8. Princess Flavia. 




BLACK MICHAEL.

Black Michael was the half-brother of the king. He was favourite of his father who had made him the Duke of Strelsau. As his mother was a woman of humble birth, therefore he was not entitled to the crown. He did not in inherit the red hair. His hair was black; therefore he was called Black Michael. He wanted to become the king and tried his best to defeat his brother.

Michael is the villain of the novel who creates the whole problems for Ressendyll. He makes various schemes and plays an evil role in the novel. He keeps himself in the background and uses his six string men. He exploits the weakness of his half-brother and makes him senseless by sending him a bottle of drugged wine. He invites Ressendull to the Summer House because he wants to kill him. He is very cruel and treats the king in a cruel manner when he is in his hands.

Michael was a wicked schemer. When his first plan failed, he tried to invent another. He kidnapped the king from the shooting lodge and imprisoned him in the castle of Zenda. Michael had no principles. He was deceitful and untrustworthy. He was a coward and could not face Ressendyll bravely. He always used his six men. Michael’ s cruel and wicked nature caused his ruin. He intended to marry Princess Flavia after getting the throne. He was deceitful and selfish even in love. In the beginning he loved Lady Mauban, and promised to marry her, but later on he diverted his attention to Princess Flavia, realizing that Lady Mauban was an ordinary woman, while Flavia was a Princess. Because of his selfishness, Lady Mauban turned against him and took active part in the schemes of Ressendyll made for the release of the king.


LADY MAUBAN.

Lady Mauban is a rich and attractive widow. She was come to Ruritania to marry Michael. Rupert also falls in love with her, but she is very careful and does not give lift to anybody else. She loves Michael. She does not like Princess Flavia because Michael wants to marry her. She knows that if Michael succeeds in getting the throne of Ruritania, she will lose him. As she wants to win the Duke therefore she helps Rassendyll. She does not want that Michael should become the king and marry Princess Flavia. Therefore she informs Ressendyll about the prison of Zenda and also about Michael’s company. In her letter to Ressendyll, she clearly admits that it is only out of her jealousy that she wants to tell him about some secrets of the Summer House. She also writes letters to Princess Flavia because she does not like Duke’s attachment to her.

She wants to marry a person of no less importance than Duke and ready to do anything to win him. She follows him to Ruritania and stays with him after the imprisonment of the real king only to watch Michael’s activities. When she comes to know that she cannot get marry with Michael, therefore she joins hands with Ressendyll. It is through her co-operation that a successful attack is made on Zenda and the king is released.

Madam De Mauban loves Michael from the depth of her heart. When she finds that he is unfaithful and wants to marry Princess Flavia, she becomes sad. Meanwhile Rupert tries to make love to her but she remains loyal to the Duke. She even tries to kill Rupert with a pistol after he murdered her lover. It shows that she does not have revengeful feeling for Michael, although he proves faithless to her.

Lady Mauban is a kind hearted and sympathetic woman. In the last scene of the novel, when the wounded king is brought to Michael’s room, she washes his wounds.


COLONEL SAPT.

Colonel Sapt is a middle-aged man. He is strong. He is an experienced soldier and is a loyal servant of the king. He is very wise and intelligent. He is very cautious about everything. He loves the king inspite of all his weaknesses. He has a natural hatred for Michael and can not compromise with the idea of his becoming the king of Ruritania. He keeps close watch over Rassendyll and does not allow him to reveal his identity when is alone with Princess Flavia. He is very wise remains hopeful even in the most difficult situations. He remains calm and cool when he faces some trouble. He knows how to handle a problem and quickly thinks a solution for it. He always gives proper advises to Rassendyll. He instructs Rassendyll most minutely about the past life of the king, his weaknesses and also about his friends. He always remains near him all the time. It is through his efforts that Michael fails to get the crown and the throne is finally restored to the king.

Sapt is an experienced administrator. He knows about human nature very well. He keeps a close watch over the activities of Michael. His advises are always fruitful. He uses Rassendyll and Princess Flavia as pawns and finally succeeds in his aim of restoring the throne to the king. Sapt is a jolly person. Even in dangerous situations, he laughs and cuts jokes with his companions.

Sapt possesses a great political insight. He knows about the political development of his country. He understands the wishes of the people. On the whole, Colonel Sapt plays an important role in the novel. He performs his duties excellently. He blocks the way of Michael. It is due to his selfless efforts that the king is released and the throne is finally restored to him.


CAPTAIN FRITZ.

Captain Fritz is a loyal servant of the king. He is a close associate of Col. Sapt and accompanies him every where. He plays middle height. He belongs to a very noble family. Countess Helga, the lady-in-waiting room to the Princess is in love with him.

Cap. Fritz is a courageous soldier. He is as very anxious to get the king released as Sapt and Rassendyll and is ready to take any risk. He arranges for the stay for rassendyll near the castle of Zinda when he goes there for hunting, which is in fact an attempt to defeat Black Michael. He is a good fighter but he knows when to avoid risks. When Rassendyll wants to follow Rupert in the jungle in Zinda, he stops him from taking that unwise step. He does not take part in actual fighting with Black Michael, but he is fully associated with all the activities of his friends.

Fritz loves the king and is ready to do anything to help the king. He is very anxious about the safety of the king when he is lying unconscious in the wine cellar. He is very obedient and carries out the orders of Col. Sapt. He does not like Michael and can not compromise on the idea of his becoming the king.

Captain Fritz is more polite and kind hearted than Sapt. During the three months stay of Rassendyll in Ruritania he becomes more attached to him than Col. Sapt. At the time of the departure of Rassendyll from Ruritania, he takes him to the room of Princess Flavia and then accompanies him to the railway station. He does not forget Rassendyll after his departure, but comes to meet him at Dresden every year. He also brings gifts from Princess Flavia. He is the only person with whom Rassendyll continues his friendship afterward.

He thus a simple and sincere person. He is very tenderhearted and polished in his behaviour. He is loyal to the king.


RUDOLF ELPHERG.

Rudolf Elpherg is the crown prince of Ruritania. In physical appearance, he has a striking resemblance with Rassendyll, but mentally he is quite different from him. He does not have the qualities, which Rassendyll have. The king does not have the courage, self-confidence and the sense of responsibility. The king is pleasure loving and a carefree type of a young man. As soon as he has seen Rassendyll and known the reason for his resemblance, he invites him to dinner and becomes frank with him.

Rudolf Elpherg loves wine. During his stay at Zenda, he drinks so much that he forgets his coronation and falls in to the trap laid by his half brother Black Michael, who sent drugged wine to make him senseless. This shows that king has no sense of responsibility. Because of his care free habits, a large number of people are against him, and they want Black Michael to be their king. The landlady of the inn at Zenda is also of the opinion that the Duke is a better candidate for the throne. It is because of his bad habits that the throne is almost lost to him. If Rassendyll did not help him, Michael would have ruled over Ruritania.

Rudolf Elpherg is a friend. He is a pleasant tempered man and is a sincere lover. All his friends remain loyal to him till last. Sapt and Fritz are devoted to him. They manage to restore the throne to him with the help of Rassendyll. During the last attack on the prison of Zenda, when the life of Raddendyll is in danger, he throws a chair at him and saves the life of Rassendyll. The king was not an ungrateful person. He was thankful to his friends, particularly he thanks to Rassendyll for his selfless services. His love for Princess Flavia is pure, and unselfish. If was because of his some good qualities and sincere efforts that the throne was finally restored to him.


RUPERT.

Rupert is one of the six rogues of Black Michael. He is a hired soldier. Who works for Duke Michael. He is a handsome young man and plays a very important role in the novel. He is the chief of Michael’s strong men. Michael always depends upon him in the fulfilment of his mission.

Rupert is greedy and immoral. He has no principles. He is a good rider and can throw a dagger very skilfully. He is afraid of nothing on earth. He jumps into the dangers and feels delighted. He makes a daring attack on Rassendyll in daylight and escapes unhurt. He is a very good swordsman and no one can beat him in fighting. On one occasion, dozen men attack on him, his tow partners are killed in the fight, but he manages to escape unhurt after killing his opponents. In the last scene he manages to run away before the arrival of the soldier. He jumps in to the moat with blood stained clothes. He passes satirical remarks on everyone. His tongue is a sharp as his sword. When Duke asks him why he had come to Mauban’s room, he replies that he come to apologize to the lady for his long absence.

Rupert worships beauty. His loose character makes him an unlikable character in the novel. He can hot deceive anyone for his benefits. He is not even loyal to his master and tries to seduce his beloved. He is a traitor and is ready to give the crown and Princess Flavia to Rassendyll if he allows him to marry lady Mauban, and grant him a pardon for the rest of his life. He abuses his master on his face and fights with him many times.

In short Rupert is the dislikable character and plays the role of a villain in the novel.



RUDOLF RASSENDYLL.

Rudolf Rassendyll is the hero of the novel. He is a young man of 29 years of age. He is a tall, impressive and handsome youngman. He is educated and is very intelligent. Rassendyll is a born soldier. He is a skillful swordsman, a very good shooter and an expert rider. He fights bravely against the six hirelings of the Black Michael. He goes to Zenda alone for get information and spends the night in the moat. All these qualities make him the most dominant character of the novel.

He loves to play with dangers. So he went to Ruritania. Because of his physical resemblance with the king, Sapt and Fritz request him to play the role of the king. He is well aware of the risk, but he accepts the challenge and plays his role in order to save the king. His love for adventure takes him to the Summer House where he successfully fights with the three men of Michael who had come to kill him. He saves himself with the help of tea table and escapes unhurt.

He plays a leading role in the complicated drama and defeats Michael. He has to play the part of the king and has also to fight against Black Michael but he always comes out successful because of his qualities.

His behaviour is praise worthy as a king. Everyone admits that after the coronation the king has become more clever. Princess Flavia says that she started love with the king after the coronation.

He is a brave and fearless man. His fight with the men of Michael in the last scene is praiseworthy. He is a good schemer. His plans are well prepared. The plan that he makes for release of the king proves that he is an intelligent man. Ressendyll has a strong sense of duty. He never forgets for a moment that he is to restore the throne to its rightful owner, Rudolf Elpherg. He is a man of honour and continues his efforts for the release of the king. He does not reveal his identity to Princess Flavia although he sincerely falls in love with her. He sacrifices his love for the sake of duty. Princess Flavia loves him and is ready to go with him but he makes no attempt to get her. He knows that like the crown of Ruritania, she is also the trust of the king.

He is a kind hearted and helpful man and helps Lady Mauban when she wants to be rescued from Michael and his men. Due to these extraordinary qualities, he impresses Sapt, Fritz and Flavia. They all love him because he is sincere.



PRINCESS FLAVIA.

Princess Flavia is the heroin of the novel. She is a very important female character. She is a loving heart. She behaved kindly to other whole attending royal function. Therefore she was very popular in Ruritania. When the engagement is announced officially, the people of Ruritania became very happy. Princess Flavia is the cousin of Rudolf Elpherg and is the next heiress to the throne. The major characters of the novel love her. Rudolf Elpherg is to marry her as a royal cousin and Black Michael wants to marry her to become the king of Ruritania. Ressendyll falls in love with her when he meets her in the guise of the king. She however loves Rudolf Ressendyll.

Princess Flavia is a very intelligent woman and has unusual common sense. She knows that Michael is a dangerous person, so she advises Ressendyll to be careful about him. Although she is not directly involved in politics. She knows what is happening in the country. She is very courageous and moves about from one place to another actively. She visits Zenda when she comes to knows that the king is lying wounded. She immediately goes there in spite of dangers.

Although she falls in love with Ressendyll, yet she is not a slave of her passions. She sacrifices her love fore the sake of duty. She knows that her marriage with Ressendyll will destroy the peace of the country, therefore she decided to marry king Elpherg to bring peace and joy to her country.














1#
TWENTY MINUTES WITH MRS. OAKENTUBB.

Q. 1: Explain the importance of the label on Mrs. Oakentubb’s suitcase. Why does she hide it?

Ans. The label on the suitcase was very important. It bore the name of Mrs. Oakentubb. If the man Had not Seen the label, he would not have come to know that the lady in the waiting room was Mrs.Oakentubb. The murder would not have been taken place. She hides the label so that the man In the Waiting room could not see it.

Q. 2: At what point in the play do we become certain that the man knows that the woman in the Waiting Room is Mrs. Oakentubb? When, in fact, do you think he discovered her identity?

Ans. The conversation of the man shows it that he had come to know that the lady in the waiting room was Mrs. Oakentubb. He had read the label.

Q. 3: When is the audience likely to begin to suspect that she might be Mrs. Oakentubb?

Ans. The audience begins to suspect that she might be Mrs. Oakentubb when she goes on defending the lady And pretends that she was sorry for the accident.

Q. 4: What motive has the man for murdering her?

Ans. She has killed his wife and daughter of the man. The man intends to kill her.

Q. 5: In this little melodrama, the author keeps on building up the tension, then relaxing it, until the final moment of tension when the murder is done. Briefly describe the chief moments of tension and what follows after each one ?

Ans. The first moment of tension comes when he describes the death of his wife and daughter in an accident and speaks of his Intention to kill her. The second moment of intention is when he takes out the revolver and tells her that he was going to Shoot her. The last moment of tension is when he comes back, opens the door, takes out the revolver and shoots her dead.

Q. 6: Why, in your opinion, does the author make the porter a humorous character?

Ans. The author makes the porter a humorous character in order to relieve the tension which pervades the whole play.

Q. 7: Suspense is an important element in a thriller. Briefly show how the author keeps the audience in suspense for the answers to tow questions will he find out who she is? Will he kill her?

Ans. The author keeps the audience in suspense. The audience is unaware that the man knows the woman. Her murder is also delayed.

Q. 8: Write a brief character sketch of Mrs. Oakentubb?

Ans. Mrs. Oakentubb is an ordinary woman. She is very beautiful and clever. She has no regard for others and will do anything to gain an advantage. She tells lies and pretends to feel remorse.

Q. 9: Write a brief character sketch of the porter?

Ans. The porter is an old man. He is very dutiful man. When the lady comes in the room, he

removes the darkness. He lights fire for her. He asks her to warm herself. Though it is rainy and windy night, yet he performs his duty. He feels joy in providing comforts to the passengers. He has a sense of humour.

Q. 10: Briefly discuss whether the play would have had a satisfying ending if the man had not come back through the door, seen Mrs. Oakentubb’s vulgar and impenitent gesture and shot her that is to say if it had ended in Mrs. Oakentubb’s collapsing with genuine remorse and the man’s decision that he would be adequately revenged if she went on living?

Ans. The play would have had a more satisfying ending if the man had not killed Mrs. Oakentubb. if it had ended in Mrs. Oakentubb’a real remorse.

=====


2# REFLECTIONS ON THE RE-AWAKENING EAST.


Q. 1: why is it insular for European historians to term the centuries after the fall of the Roman Empire ‘The Dark Ages’?

Ans. After the fall of Roman Empire the Muslim conquered a very large part of the world. At the same time, the Chinese also founded a great empire and civilization. During this period,science, philosophy, poetry and arts made a great progress in China and the Muslim world.Europeans call this period "The Dark Ages" but it was dark only in Christian Europe,because Spain which was Muslim had a brilliant culture.

Q. 2: On what grounds dose the author argue that communism is the most modern and virulent from the Western imperialism?

Ans. Russell argues that communism is the most modern and virulent form of Western imperialism because its philosophy is German and its regime is imposed by military force.It has no regard for poetry, music, arts, love and simple joys of life.

Q. 3: To what cause does the author attribute the power of England in the early Nineteenth Century and the power of the United States and Russia today?

Ans. According to the author, the power of England in the early Nineteenth Century was and the Power of the United States and Russia today is due to their monopoly in machine production.

Q. 4: Why does the author consider it useless to resist industrialization?

Ans. The author consider it useless to resist industrialization because the modern civilization is based upon science and machinery which is a source of power. Those who are not industrially advanced, find it difficult to preserve their independence.

Q. 5: Dose the author well come cultural uniformity or not? Who does he justify his attitude?

Ans. The author dose not well come cultural uniformity because it would weaken the natural develop of newly country.

A.6: How is traditional culture threatened in an age dominated by science and machinery?

Ans. Traditional culture consists of poetry, music, art, love and simple joys of life. These things are forgotten because the science and machinery have mechanized the human life.

Q. 7: What reasons does the author give for his opinion that the nations of Asia will not find it hard to keep their independence?

Ans. In the opinion of the author the nations of Asia will not find hard to keep their independence because the world is divided in to tow hostile camps i-e the U. S .A. and Russia. They are busy with their own tussle for power. They have no time to interfere the Asian nations.

Q. 8: What, in the author’s view, has been the most serious flaw in the character of the West over over the last few centuries?

Ans. The most serious flaw in the character of the West is that they loved power. They ruled over the weaker nations.

Q. 9: What parallels may be drawn between the decline of the power of Europe at the end of the Roman Empire and the decline in the power of Europe since 1914?

Ans. At the time of the end of the Roman Empire wars between German and Roman had weakened Europe so much that leadership in power had passed to the East.

Q. 10: What, in the author’s opinion, should Asian countries, accept from the West and what should they reject?

Ans. Asian countries should accept from the West the spirit of scientific research and should reject their desire for domination and exploitation.

=====




3# THE DAY THE DAME BROKE.

Q. 1: How accurate is the title of Thurber’s essay?

Ans. The title of the essay is accurate because the whole story revolves round it.

Q. 2: What can we gather about grandfather’s age, physique and mental condition?

Ans. The grandfather is sixty years old. His health is good. He is strong and his mental condition is good.

Q. 3: How does the panic appear to have started?

Ans. A man had to meet his wife in a restaurant. He was late. He began to run to reach the restaurant soon. A newsboy was also running. Then in no time all the people began to run. they thought that the dam had broken. There was a panic in no time.

Q. 4: How did Thurber’s mother cop with the situation?

Ans. Thurber’s mother calmly put out all fire in the house. She took with her dozen eggs and loaves of bread. Her intention was to take shelter in the upper storey of a nearby building.

Q. 5: What cause the lieutenant colonel of infantry to lead a company of panic stricken people?

Ans. The lieutenant colonel was dozing. He heard the cry in sleep. A little child ran with a cry "Go east". He was army officer therefore he made quick decision. He stood up and started running. When the other people saw a Colonel running like that, they took it seriously and began to run along with Colonel. In this way he was soon leading a fleeing company of three hundred persons.

Q. 6: How long did the panic last and how was order restored?

Ans. The panic took tow hours to last. The soldiers announced through megaphones that there was no flood.

Q. 7: How did the panic start in the cinema on High Street?

Ans. In the cinema the panic started when people heard the sound of the feet of the running men outside. They heard about the broken dame. They came out and started running.

Q. 8: Why did Dr. Mallory think that the floodwaters were about to engulf him?

Ans. There was a boy behind him on roller skate. He mistook the noise of the skates as that of a rushing water. He ran madly.

Q. 9: How did Thurber obtain the description of the events in the cinema and the experience of Dr. Mallory?

Ans. Thurber got all this information from his aunt who had gone to see the show and met Dr. Mallory on the way during flight.

Q. 10: Why did the citizens of Columbus not care to talk about the events of the 12th March 1913?

Ans. The citizens of Columbus did not care to talk about these events because they were ashamed of their foolish behaviour. Non of them dared to get the news confirmed.

=====



4# PAKISTAN AND THE MODERN WORLD.

Q. 1: Briefly state the main reason given by Liaquat Ali Khan for the Muslims’ desire not to Continue living in a united India.

Ans. The main reason given by Liaquat Ali Khan for the Muslims’ desire not to continue living in a United India is that Muslims did not want to live as a political minority. They realized that under a domination Hindu majority, freedom from the British rule would mean to them not Freedom but merely a change of masters so that they did not desire to live in a United India.

Q. 2: What main differences does he point out between Muslim and Hindu beliefs and attitudes?

Ans. The Muslims believed in one God while the Hindus believed in so many gods. The Muslims believed in equality of all men, the Hindus believed in cast system.

Q. 3: What advantage does he show the Hindus to have gained from the creation of Pakistan?

Ans. The great advantage, which the Hindus gained from the creation of Pakistan, is that they can easily develop their own culture without any interference by the Muslims.

Q. 4: Our administrative machinery had to be built up from scratch. What does this sentence mean?

Ans. This sentence means that when Pakistan came into being she had no resources, they were no administrative officers. So we had to make everything from the very beginning.

Q. 5: On what grounds does Liaquat Ali Khan assert that the first duty of the Pakistanis as a free people are to themselves?

Ans. A free people must maintain his or her own freedom first. Otherwise they disgrace the fair name of Freedom allover the world.

Q.6 : What does he state the real meaning of freedom for the common man to be?

Ans. Freedom for a common man means freedom from disease and freedom from ignorance.

Q. 7: What is meant by ‘a syntheses’?

Ans. Synthesis means combining the different parts into a single whole.

Q. 8: What is the syntheses that Liaquat Ali Khan believes is necessary for Pakistan to achieve?

Ans. The syntheses that Liaquat Ali Khan believes is that Pakistan should achieve self-sufficiency and political stability.

Q. 9: Liaquat Ali Khan contrasts two emotions that the Asian peoples tend to feel when they view the Western world. What are these two emotions?

Ans. These tow emotions are give below.The Asian people admire the Western people for their progress.They became impatient to see their own backwardness.

Q. 10: What does he put forward as two main duties today of the Western world?

Ans. These tow duties are given below.
The Western world should perform its responsibilities to maintain peace in the world.The Western world should pass its knowledge to the Asian countries.
=====



5# THE WORLD AS I SEE IT.

Q. 1 : What leads Einstein to feel a strong sense of duty towards his fellow men?

Ans. Einstein thinks that his life depends on the hard work of other men. He wants to help the Society in the same manner as he has received from it.

Q. 2 : What is his attitude to property, outward success and luxury?

Ans. Einstein hates property, outward success, and luxury.

Q. 3 : What are the ‘insecure foundations’ referred to at the end of the last sentence of the fourth Paragraph?

Ans. The insecure foundations are the opinion, habits and judgements of other people.

Q. 4 : What, in brief, is Einstein’s attitude to leadership?

Ans. Einstein is a democrat. He believes that leadership is a necessary thing but the people must be given freedom in the selection of their leader.

Q. 5 : On what grounds does Einstein put the individual before the state ?

Ans. Einstein says that individual important then the state. The state should work for the betterment of the individual.

Q. 6 : What example does he give of service by the state to the individual ?

Ans. The state should help the needy and provide medical aid to the individual. In the U.S.A. there is provision security of ailing and needy persons.

Q. 7 : What is his attitude to war ?

Ans. He hates war. To him war is mean and contemptibly.

Q. 8 : What force does he blame for the persistence of war ?

Ans. He thinks that human beings fight for money and power.

Q. 9 : What does he appear to regard as the most precious element in human experience ?

Ans. The most precious element in human experience is that of mystry.

Q. 10: What is his belief concerning the immortality of the soul ?

Ans. He does not believe in the immortality of the soul. There is no life after death.

=====


6# THE DEVOTED FRIEND.

Q. 1: Briefly explain why the story of Hans and the Miller was applicable to the water rat?

Ans. The story of Hans and the Miller was applicable to the water rat because the water rat was selfish like the Miller.

Q. 2: When do we first suspect that the Miller was not really a very good friend to Hans?

Ans. We suspect that Miller was not a good friend to Hans at the time when he does not visit Hans in winter when he is in trouble.

Q. 3: How did the Miller justify his not asking Hans to share some of his good thing during the winter?

Ans. The Miller justified his not asking Hans to share some of his good things during the winter for he did not want to make him envious. He did not want to spoil him.

Q. 4: How did the Miller’s wife reveal that she too was ready to exploit the generosity of Hans?

Ans. As soon as the winter was over. The Miller expressed his desire to go to his friend Hans. The Miller’s wife appreciated the idea and asked her husband to take a big basket. This is enough to show that Miller’s wife, too was ready to exploit the generosity of Hans.

Q. 5: How did the Miller persuade Hans to carry the large sake of flour to market?

Ans. The Miller was a clever person. He promised to give his wheelbarrow to Hans. One day the Miller brought a large sack of flour and asked Hans to go to the market. Hans was very busy and wanted to excuse him. But the Miller persuaded not to refuse, by telling that he was going to give him his wheelbarrow.

Q.6: How did the Miller justify his rebuke to Hans for staying in bed a little later then usual after his tiring expedition to the market?

Ans. The Miller justified his rebuke by saying that he expected Hans to work harder. He further said that idleness is a great sin and he did not want any of his friends to be idle.

Q.7: Why was Hans unable to look after his garden? What promise was the Miller constantly holding out before him?

Ans. Hans was unable to look after his garden because the Miller always kept him busy. Some time he asked him to carry his sake of flour to the market and some times he asked him to repair the roof of his house. The Miller was always promising him to give him his wheelbarrow.

Q.8: What was the supreme manifestation of Miller’s selfishness which caused Hans to lose his life?

Ans. The Miller’s son fell ill. He came to Hans and asked him to fetch a doctor from the city. It was stormy night, but Miller did not give Hans his lantern. Now this was the supreme manifestation of Miller’s selfishness which caused the death of Hans.

Q.9: Comment briefly on the Miller’s claim to have been Hans best friend?

Ans. The Miller pretended to be the best friend of Hans but he was selfish. He did not gave anything to Hans, but went on making him do his work in return for the wheelbarrow, he had promised to give.

Q.10: What is the effect of the Miller’s disclosure that the wheelbarrow was totally worthless?

Ans. This disclosure proves that the Miller was selfish, false mean person.
